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The mission of the 
Brenton Arboretum 
is to bring joy to all 
through the beauty 
and knowledge of the 
natural world of trees.

The arboretum conveys 
the importance of woody 
plants by being a place 
of education, research 
and demonstration, 
conservation and quiet 
enjoyment.

THE BRENTON ARBORETUM was founded by Buz 
Brenton in 1997 on ancestral land which has been owned by 
the Brenton family since 1853. The arboretum speaks to the 
importance of trees in our world and preserves a beautiful and 
important natural area. 

Over 2,200 trees and shrubs have been planted at the 
arboretum representing 468 species, hybrids and cultivars. 
The arboretum’s master plan was designed by Anthony 
Tyznik, former landscape architect at the Morton Arboretum 
near Chicago. The design features tree collections amidst 
sweeping vistas of native prairie. Most of the tree and shrub 
collections are grouped by species to allow visitors to make 
direct comparisons. The reconstructed prairie includes native 
grasses, including buffalograss, blue grama, little bluestem, 
sideoats grama and wildflowers.

The Brenton Arboretum is a non-profit organization with a 
board of directors and a membership base. It is engaged in 
education, research and displaying woody trees and shrubs.



OBJECTIVES

Develop stronger community ties

Be a resource for local professionals (landscape architects, designers and 
master gardeners) to encourage the appropriate use of trees

Identify and reach out to key constituencies who may already use the 
arboretum, and invite them to become members
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How many places can you think of where you, children, 
and families can connect to trees and the outdoors, be 

refreshed, inspired and experience quiet? Thanks to Buz 
Brenton’s vision and his family’s support, you can find all of 
this and more at the Brenton Arboretum. 

We are looking forward to our future by identifying 
important goals and objectives in this 2014-2018 strategic 
plan. We know we must reach out even more to engage 
communities, organizations and partners to be advocates 
for trees, connect more children and families to trees and 
nature, continue development of our nationally recognized 
collection of trees while also preserving this oasis of 
tranquil beauty. 

This plan for the future of the arboretum builds on the 
strong foundation built by Buz Brenton. As Buz has said, 
“This arboretum is an odyssey which continually unfolds.”

The future will be challenging and rewarding as we 
embark on implementing this plan. We are fortunate to 
have a supportive and engaged board of directors, a small 
dedicated staff, volunteers, and, of course, the Brenton 
family. We will, however, also need more supporters, 
partners and financial resources to achieve our goals.

Please join us. Let’s ensure this special place is here for 
future generations of central Iowa residents and visitors.

HOW DO WE ACCOMPLISH OUR MISSION?

ENGAGE

Encourage and 
welcome local 
communities, 
families, children and 
professionals to visit, 
learn and be actively 
involved in healthy 
outdoor activities.
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OBJECTIVES

Provide more meaningful field experiences through the Knee-High 
Naturalist program

Use a cross-disciplinary approach to create and deepen connections to 
trees and nature

Increase informal educational opportunities

Create opportunities for children and families to experience nature play

Offer adult education on topics that are current and relevant

OBJECTIVES

Enhance tree collection through wild collecting and known source material

Develop criteria for using and adding cultivars

Continue stream restoration efforts and work with neighbors to reduce 
impacts 

Develop a North American Plant Collections Consortium certified 
collection of Kentucky coffeetrees

Increase the diversity of the northeast prairie of the arboretum 

Maintain and demonstrate effective use of grounds and structures 

Re-establish collection of Osage orange trees
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CONSERVE

EDUCATE

Maintain a collection 
of trees suitable to 
our area in a scenic 
landscape featuring a 
tapestry of informal 
groupings of trees, 
natural plantings, 
water features and 
quiet walking trails. 

Develop an 
understanding and 
appreciation by central 
Iowans and visitors 
of the value of trees 
and to encourage 
their planting, care, 
protection and 
enjoyment.
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RELAX

Provide a tranquil 
setting to connect 
people to trees, 
nature and 
themselves.

OBJECTIVES

“To be recognized as an oasis for 
humans to be refreshed and inspired.”  
Buz Brenton 

Take steps to ensure “quiet”

Disseminate information on the 
connection between nature, health and 
wellness

GROW

Reach more children and 
families, provide improved 
visitor experiences, broaden 
our donor base, strengthen our 
professional staff and become 
less reliant on Brenton family 
funding.

OBJECTIVES

Increase capacity to reach more educators, children and 
families

Strengthen board, staff and volunteer program

Broaden donor base and increase earned income

Buz Brenton   Des Moines, IA
Chairman

Sue Brenton   Des Moines, IA
Vice Chairman and Secretary

Bob German   Dallas Center, IA
Treasurer

Bill Brenton   Dallas Center, IA

Jim Van Werden   Adel, IA

Deb Wiley   Des Moines, IA

Fred Weitz   Des Moines, IA

Julie Brenton   Bronxville, NY

Dr. Jeff Iles   Ames, IA 

Robert Jester   West Des Moines, IA

Mark Kane   Des Moines, IA

Lockie Markusen   Edina, MN

Bob Rennebohm, ASLA   West Des Moines, IA

CONNECT WITH US!

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

T H E  B R E N T O N  A R B O R E T U M

25141 260th Street
Dallas Center, IA 50063

(515) 992-4211

www.thebrentonarboretum.org

“LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK
https://www.facebook.com/thebrentonarboretum

EMAIL
mail@thebrentonarboretum.org
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