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LEAF WALKING TRAIL
A special brochure provides 
a guide to tree identification
along this trail while wandering
through the prairie as well.

LAKE HOMESTEAD TRAIL
The water is a magnet for
children, birds, frogs and a
variety of water-loving  plants.

OAK COLLECTION TRAIL
This trail along Overlook Pond
leads through ten different
species of the Oak family.

NATIVE IOWA
COLLECTION TRAIL
Part of our mission is to
display all of the trees and
shrubs native to our area.

STREAM-SIDE TRAIL
The natural features of the
stream and many species of
trees make this a good trail 
for bird watching.  

CONIFER, CRABAPPLE  
& MAPLE TRAIL 
Return to this trail every
season to see the changing
beauty of these trees.

VALLEY TRAIL 
An overview of many of our
trees can be seen along this
walk to Lake Homestead.

Plants are essential to life on
Earth. The quality of human life,
our very survival, depends on the
health of our global environment.
Everything we do affects the
environment and we all are
responsible for protecting it.
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HOURS  Open 9 am until sunset. 
Closed on Mondays except Monday holidays.

ADMISSION Free

JOIN US. Members of the Brenton Arboretum 
receive biannual newsletters and timely updates on
Arboretum events and activities. Please consider 
joining this growing list of supporters by contacting 
the Outreach and Education Director at:

Tel 515.992.4211
info@thebrentonarboretum.org
or visit our website www.thebrentonarboretum.org

A copy of our member newsletter and calendar 
of events is free upon request. 
Questions and suggestions are always welcome. 

THE BRENTON ARBORETUM
25141 260th Street, Dallas Center, Iowa 50063
Tel 515.992.4211  Fax 515.992.3303
info@thebrentonarboretum.org   www.thebrentonarboretum.org

T H E  B R E N T O N A R B O R E T U M

VISITOR GUIDE
AND MAP
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The mission of the
Brenton Arboretum 
is to bring joy to all
through the beauty
and knowledge of the
natural world of trees. 



TREE AND SHRUB COLLECTIONS

The Native Iowa Collection is comprehensive and
includes most of the woody plants native to our area. 

The Crabapple Collection is a favorite among visitors;
25 cultivars display a wide variety of flower color, fruit
color and tree forms 

The Oak Collection, one of the most diverse 
collections in Iowa, now includes 15 species of Oaks
and is expanding. 

The Elm Collection is being expanded to include new
American Elm cultivars, Asian species and new hybrids.   

At The Brenton Conifer Research Site, visitors 
will find 12 seldom found conifer species that are being
evaluated for their hardiness and possible use in 
central Iowa.  

PIONEER MARKER Located at the beginning of the
Conifer, Crabapple and Maple Walk, this marker
provides information about the Brenton family’s trip 
to Iowa in 1853 and the location of the original pioneer
farmstead. Please see map.

LIBRARY  A small library, available in the administration
building, contains reference books, extension brochures
and pamphlets.

THE BRENTON ARBORETUM was established
by Sue and Buz Brenton and their children
because of their love of trees, the importance 
of trees in our world and to preserve a beautiful
and important natural area. Trees were first
planted in the 140-acre Arboretum in 1997. 
The master plan was created by Anthony Tyznik, 
long-time landscape architect of the Morton
Arboretum near Chicago, Illinois.

The Arboretum is a non-profit organization
engaged in teaching, research and extensive
woody displays. It is a non-profit organization
with an independent board of directors.

This land had belonged to the Brenton family
since 1853. The Brenton Arboretum is part of 
the original “home farm” which was acquired by
Dr. James Brenton and his son, William Henry,
soon after they arrived here from Indiana by
covered wagon. From that beginning the Brenton
family expanded its farming operation and soon
engaged in banking.

You will find here, in addition to a central road
with parking areas, walking paths, prairies,
streams, a small lake and pond, delightful bridges
and a Pavilion for picnics and events. You will also
find this a natural, very tranquil place with vistas
and places to sit and reflect. 

ABOUT OUR TREES AND SHRUBS As of 2007,
over 2,000 trees and shrubs have been planted
at the Arboretum representing 175 species from
86 genera, each labeled with its botanical name
and a catalog number. Most of the tree and shrub
collections are planted informally in groups of the
same species, allowing visitors to compare many
aspects of each collection. The locations of trees
can be found on the landscape plan located in
the Kiosk.

POINTS OF INTEREST 

WHERE TO BEGIN Visitors begin their visit to the
Arboretum by stopping at the informational Kiosk
located near the entrance. Trail maps, brochures and
other program information can be found here. Visitors
are asked to sign the guest book when they visit.
Comments and suggestions are always welcome. 

AUTO TOUR A drive through the Arboretum is
2 miles both ways. It gives a good general viewing of

much of the Arboretum and its features. 

TRAILS The Arboretum has six walking trails that lead
visitors through our tree and shrub collections,
reconstructed prairies, lakes and streams and allow a
true feeling of the Arboretum’s diversity and
tranquility. Chairs and benches can be found tucked
away and placed for quiet viewing and contemplation. 

PAVILION This open air building provides a
panoramic view of the Arboretum valley and lake. It is
used for casual picnics, family gatherings and
educational classes. It features a green or “living roof”
that has been planted with several thousand plants.
The Pavilion is open to the public unless reserved for
special events. Arboretum members may reserve the
Pavilion for private use.

The pavilion (right) provides a place for visitors to meet 
with friends and family, have a picnic, watch birds or wait out 
a passing rain shower.



TO LEARN MORE

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS Educational programs
for adults, children and families are offered throughout
the year. We hope you will join us.

GUIDED TOURS AND PRESENTATIONS An
Arboretum staff member can provide a guided tour 
or presentation for scheduled small groups and
organizations.  

MEMBERSHIP AND VOLUNTEERS Please consider
joining these growing groups which support our work. 

Information about our programs can be found at 
the Kiosk. For further information, please call our
Education and Outreach director, 515.992.4211. 
Visit the web: www.thebrentonarboretum.org 

WHEN TO VISIT 

The appearance of the Arboretum will continually
change with the seasons. Trees and shrubs are
no less interesting in the winter when one can observe
their structure and symmetry more clearly. Spring is a
most joyous time as the trees leaf and flower. Summer is
a time of exuberant growth all over the Arboretum and
fall is special as the leaves from deciduous trees color
and finally drop in October. Walking on trails and
observing the natural world is a year-round activity.

RECONSTRUCTED PRAIRIES Short and tall prairie
grasses and flowering plants have been extensively
planted at the Arboretum to bring the land back to its
pre-agricultural setting. Buffalograss and blue gramma
pre-dominate in the short grass prairie. Big and little
bluestem, Indian grass, switchgrass and sideoats
gramma form much of the taller grasslands. Throughout
most of the summer, the tall grass prairie is alive with
brilliantly colored wildflowers, butterflies and various
grassland birds.

LAKE HOMESTEAD AND OVERLOOK POND
Visitors are encouraged to walk the paths that surround
the lake and pond. Construction is planned for a
special deck projecting over Lake Homestead that will
allow visitors an up-close look at wetland plants, fish,
frogs and insects.

WETLANDS Two quite different wetland areas have
been established at the Arboretum as part of our
conservation plan. The northeast wetland is dry much
of the year while the wetland at the west end of Lake
Homestead is usually under several inches of water.
Each has its own adaptive plants and grasses. 


