The Well Pennies, Sarah & Bryan Vanderpool
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Jon & Anna Eichhorn check in guests at
June Moon

Rosemary Killmer-Thornley working in the
library

Make & Take Birdhouse Class collaboration
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UPCOMING CLASSES & EVENTS
APRIL
The Brenton Arboretum Open House

Saturday, April 21; 1 to 5 pm

Come out and see what the Arboretum has to offer as a rental venue. We will have a wide variety of vendors on hand
as well as a food truck, kids craft table and a raffle with great prizes. Drop-In Event; Members & Non-members free
Spring Homeschool Day

Friday, April 27; 9 am to 4 pm

This is a special open house for homeschool families and groups. We will provide a variety of self-guided learning
activities for you to enjoy at the Arboretum. Drop-In Event; Members & Non-members free
Film Screening: Call of the Forest

Friday, April 27; 7 to 8:30 pm

Take a walk in the woods with acclaimed Irish-Canadian scientist and author, Diana Beresford-Kroeger, as she reveals
our profound human connection to the ancient and sacred forests and the essential role they play in sustaining the
health of our planet. Suitable for children 12+. Drop-In Event; Members & Non-members free
Trees for Kids

Saturday, April 28; 9 am to 12:30 pm

In conjunction with the City of Dallas Center, we will have bare-root trees and shrubs from the State Forest Nursery
to give away for planting in your yard. Planting demonstrations at 9, 10, 11, and noon. Drop-In Event; First come, First

served; Members & Non-members free

MAY
Horticultural Happy Hour

Thursday, May 10; 6 to 7:30 pm

This new annual event replaces our Member Lecture. Come out to the Arboretum with your questions about all
things horticultural. Our panel of experts from WHO Radio’s Gardening Today will be on hand to provide
information on great landscape plants, how to maintain your plants, design tips, and more. Refreshments will be
provided at this casual Q&A. Registration Required by May 6; Members Only, free
Make & Take Bug Houses

Saturday, May 12; 1:30 to 3:30 pm

Bees and butterflies need nesting spots, too! Build and decorate a bug house to take home and help out the
pollinators in your garden. Only 10 spots available. Registration Required by May 9; Members $10 per craft—

Non-members $20 per craft

JUNE
Let’s Go Wild!

Thursday, June 7; 6:30 to 8 pm

Polk County Conservation Naturalist Heidi Anderson will discuss wild edible plants in our area, plant identification,
safety, sustainable harvesting, nutrition, and more. We will have fun preparing and sampling some of the wild edibles
and provide recipes for you to take home. Registration required by June 4; Members $5—Non-members $15
Summer Solstice Night Hike

Friday, June 22; 8:30 to 10:30 pm

This family-friendly night hike will take walkers of all ages on an educational adventure you won’t soon forget. Tonight
we’ll talk about the Summer Solstice and beat our drums as the sun goes down. Wear sturdy shoes and if you want to
bring a flashlight we’ll turn it into a red light for night vision. Registration required by June 21; Members $2—

Non-members $5
June Moon

Friday, June 29; 6:30 to 10 pm

Join us as we raise our glasses and toast The Brenton Arboretum by the light of a full moon. Food, music, fellowship,
and fun will make this a night to remember. Ticketed Event—Limited Seating; Members & Non-members $75

Please visit our website for updates and new class additions: www.thebrentonarboretum.org. To sign up for a class,
either go to our website or call 515-992-4211, extension 5. Classes begin in the Vista Room unless otherwise noted.
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UPCOMING CLASSES & EVENTS, Continued
JULY
Boat Derby

Saturday, July 14; 2 to 3 pm

This summer boat regatta is part art and part science! You will design and build your boat from natural materials you
find at the Arboretum. Boats will be judged in categories including design and floatability, with prizes for the top boat
in each category. Our regatta begins at 3 pm on Lake Homestead as we set sail together. Registration Required by

July 12; Members $2—Non-members $5; Spectators are welcome!
Serendipity Dyes

Thursday, July 19; 6:30 to 8 pm

Join instructor Maggie Howe for this fun class on using natural dyes to create a scarf to take home. You will use a
variety of natural materials, including fresh flowers, herbs, and leaves, as well as other items like pennies and kitchen
spices to create the dyes. Maggie owns Girl with a Sword Productions and will take registrations for this class at:
girlwithasword.com/events. Register by July 12; Members & Non-members $40 (includes materials and scarf)

AUGUST
Perseid Party

Saturday, August 11; 10 pm to 1 am; Check in at Front Gate

Bring your family, your blankets and your midnight snacks as we watch for hundreds of meteors in one of the darkest
nighttime places in the Des Moines metro area. Drop-In Event—Gates open from 10 pm to midnight; Members free—

Non-members $5 per car
Sunday Stream Stomp

Sunday, August 19; 1:30 to 3 pm; Start at Welcome Kiosk

Come prepared to get muddy! Explorers of all ages are invited on this guided walk that explores the flora and fauna
of our streams. Registration Required by August 11; Members free—Non-members $10
Fall Homeschool Day

Friday, August 24; 9 am to 4 pm

Calling all homeschoolers! This day of activities will introduce you to the great lessons that can be learned in our
giant “outdoor classroom.” You’ll find a variety of self-guided learning activities waiting for you when you arrive.

Drop-In Event; Members and Non-members free

SEPTEMBER
Member & Volunteer Celebration Picnic

Sunday, September 16; Noon to 3 pm; Pavilion

Join us for our third annual picnic in honor of our amazing volunteers and marvelous members! We will provide the
bbq, sides, and drinks. Feel free to bring a dessert to share. Registration Required by September 10; Members Only
Night Hike: In Balance

Saturday, September 22; 7:30 to 9 pm

Join us for a family-friendly, extra-dark guided night hike and sensory adventure. We will talk about the Fall Equinox
and what it means to be in balance. Wear sturdy shoes and if you want to bring a flashlight we’ll turn it into a red light
for night vision. Registration Required by September 20; Members $2—Non-members $5

MONTHLY
Kids’ Nature Club—New Time

2nd Friday, 10:30 to 11:30 am

Join us for a kid-friendly exploration of nature at the Arboretum with a different theme each month. Ideal for
children ages 2 to 5. Registration required by the Wednesday before the program; Members free—Non-members $5

per child
Please visit our website for updates and new class additions: www.thebrentonarboretum.org. To sign up for a class,
either go to our website or call 515-994-4211, extension 5. Classes begin in the Vista Room unless otherwise noted.
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Fraser fir, Abies fraseri, at the Arboretum
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